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Background: STEMI patients living at a long distance from a PCI centre have a prolonged ischemic time compared to patients living at a short 
distance from a PCI centre. However, it is unknown what the effect of pre-hospital triage in the ambulance is on ischemic time of these patients.
Methods: From 1998 until 2008 all consecutive patients with STEMI who were transported to the Isala Klinieken and underwent pPCI were 
registered in a database. These patients were divided in 3 groups according to distance: <30 km, 30-60 km and >60km - and were subsequently 
subdivided according to type of triage: pre-hospital triage in ambulance (ambu) or referral via a non-PCI centre (spoke).
Results: During the study period, 5128 patients were registered. 1734 patients were living at <30 km from the PCI centre, 2587 patients at 30-60 
km and 807 patients at >60 km. Patients living at a long distance were younger and more often had a previous MI and PCI.
No significant differences were demonstrated in ischemic time with long distance for ambu patients, however ischemic time increased with long 
distance for spoke patients. For all distances, the time from diagnosis-arrival PCI centre was shorter for ambu patients compared to spoke patients 
(Fig 1).
Conclusion:
Living at a long distance has no effect on total ischemic time for STEMI patients who were triaged by pre-hospital triage in the ambulance. Therefore 
pre-hospital triage in the ambulance may especially reduce time to treatment for STEMI patients living at a long distance from a PCI centre. 
